Tos

HANDLE

b e

Pack your ax [or beinging i io camp—

SWING YOUR AX

THE AX 153 heritage to the Scout
u of today from the pioncer of the past.
The ax  and the Hintlock rifte—those
were the tools thas helped 1o build Americal
The flintlock is gone forever, but the ax Is
still the outdaorsman's most popular toal.
For g5 per cent of your Scent camping,
you can get along with the small, light hand
ax  with its 114 pound head—reserving the
larger ax:, the felling ax'  for occasional
chanes at logcuiting and bigscale ploneer-
ing. Two types of hand axes are popular:
Theax: with its head set on a springy hickory
hamdle; and the ax - with head and handle
in one piece, and with inlaid wood grips to
give a sure, comiortable grasp (see photo,
next page, bottom right). Take your pick—
some feilows like one, some the oiber,
A Secomd CGlass Scout knows how e
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By WILLIAM HILLCOURT

sharpen his ax , and how to wse i for
cutting woad for his fircs. To hecome & First
Class Scout, you have to know your ax -
sharpening and chopping, too, but, in ad-
difion, you must be able to use yourax Tor
effective cutting of tent pegs, and for point.
ing them. There's a test of good axemanship:
You cither cut a tent peg correctly, winding
up with a smarily squared poing; of you do
it incorrectly, with a point that looks as if
a beaver chewed !

When you use a hand ax , remember that
it’s pot hrute force that counts, bus the keen-
ness of the cutting edge, and the weight of
the an  head behind i, Lift the ax  just high
enough in a smooth wrist-and-forearm mo-
tion, aim it by looking at the point where
you want the cutting edge o strike, then let
the ax {all in a guided drop. Easy does ii!

For & shors hike, you may
the ax im.d
right hi

Fhen you carry the ax s camp, hold it
fiemby by s head, with cutting edge away
from vou,

prefer 10 caFFY

either inside your puck ar stzepped on the ts shesth, on your belt on your

outeide.

Pase thie ax to snother fellow by helding
3 ve‘;]!irnlly, head dewn, sed giving him the
handle,

For sharpening, use a fiat mill fle with &
hundle, Rest the ax on & workbench,

Erep the culting edge keen with a cerbo-
rundum sharpening stone. Rub acroes
blade an showm,
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Rales of Good Axemanship

Kesp vour sz  shavp—not just sharp
enough to chew, but sharp enough to
bite! A sharp ax. is a safe toal when meed
propefiv. A dull ax: s always dangerous,

Fegp the handle sighe v is just as risky

e use an axe with a Jouse head as it s 1o
play with a loaded gun,

Rever. iouch o fHving trec—unless with
definite permission end for a definite
purpose. Not even the greenest Lender-
foo bas any oxcuse for making a destrua-
tive, a¥ hacking wliet of himsell!)?

An axr iz mot 0 hemmer, & manl, o a
wedge—don't use 1L as one.

Clear the ground—an ax. length eround
s thae the ax. witl ot acoulenindly be
canight by 3 branch or other olmtacle ancd
be deflecied, An Paw dengih” v the vonv
bined Jengeh of your avm and vour, ax

finionkers siay hwe oz leagihs oony——
513 on!; ept b veach ol the ax., ttsell, but
abso salely away lrom Hving chips.

Keep the ax. off the groumd. Never uim
it s thar the Blow will fingd o saaud o
dirt, INevey drop it on the ground.

Chap and zplit ageinst a chapping block.
£hne of the Hrst things'a real camper does
when he arvives o camp B o find o
log o do his chopping against.

Rest when you are fired. You have no o
ol over vour axo when you are tired--
ared an ax. out of conerel 5 dangerous.

Keep the ax  mashed when not in wse.
“Muasking” means covering the cutting
edge. Suick i in o log. or sheache i

{arey your an  in a sofe manser—
sheathed when possible, otherwise with
the edge wrned outward, away from you.

Pass the ar  with #s hermiless ond firgi—

that s, humdle fusi, head down, “Sppile Four!® Forr cxts onlr——and the result should be s perfectly squarc-pointed tent peg-—pro-
wided vous ore that kind of sn axemssn! In your irainisg, learn to hit the same sped ngaia and egain.
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For CUTTING, wee the cottest method: « oo o then fift sek and ex  together, snd being them For SPLITTING, plare the of the ax im
Plrce the edge of the ax o the slich, . . - down logether hard ipst yoar ok g hlock, a crack, Lift the ax  and siick togeiher. o « -

. . . bring siown together. Ae yom hit block, twist  Use a Veshaped emt for chopping & ek gtiek. When not in mee, “mask” yoor axes: Fastem
the mx hand clightly te soperzie the pieses.  Make the tep of the V 2 wide as etick is vhick.  shems In yoar <hopping kerk, ot vhesthe them.
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