Duty to God


[DINNER/LUNCHEON SPEECH]





I’m often asked, “What is different about today’s Scouting as compared to Scouting in the early 1900s?”





The uniform looked a little different and our handbook sure didn’t cover issues like drug abuse and sexual abuse. Scouts then were Scouting for metal scraps during war years instead of Scouting for Food. I can tell you there was no Computer merit badge, Cinematography merit badge, or Space Exploration merit badge.





However, today’s Scouts do have something in common with those days of Scouting—troop meetings were opened by raising the right hand in the Scout sign and repeating the Scout Oath and Law, which is how Scout troops today still open their meetings.





Have you ever really listened to the Scout Oath? It is just 40 words long, but carefully selected words that have molded four generations of boys into a special breed of men.  Please listen carefully as I read those words to you:





“On my honor I will do my best


to do my duty to God and my country


and to obey the Scout Law;


to help other people at all times;


to keep myself physically strong,


mentally awake, and morally straight.”





Nearly all of Scouting’s alumni can still recite the Scout Oath from memory. It is just a 40-word phrase that is a code of conduct which stays with you for a lifetime!





When a Scout recites the Scout Oath, he pledges on his honor to do his best—not to perform perfectly, but to do his best at every task he undertakes. Wouldn’t our communities be a lot better off if everyone would always do their best?





When a Scout recites the Scout Oath, he also pledges to do his duty to God and his country. Now, several of you have already asked me about Scouting’s stance on “Duty to God,” so I am going to tell all of you—loud and clear—the Boy Scouts of America has absolutely no plan whatsoever to substitute or remove the word “God” from our oath.





The Boy Scouts of America respects the right of persons and groups who have values which differ from those of our organization, and we hope that they would exercise the same respect for the rights of the BSA.





Today, we feel there is an increased need for Scouting because some character-building institutions have been weakened. The Boy Scouts of America has had a strong, continuing commitment to encouraging spiritual growth since its founding. In fact, approximately 55 percent of our chartered organizations are religious organizations. Scouting’s current leadership recognizes that religious principles are an important part of life. We believe that when a young man begins to grow in his faith, he will begin to grow from within and will be better prepared to make a positive difference in our society. Consistency in the principles found in the Scout Oath is a vital part of Scouting.





Because of this consistency, the Scout Oath has passed the test of time. For more than __ years, it has been the cornerstone of a lifetime of values for more than 100 million of Scouting’s alumni. Reciting the Scout Oath is a requirement for membership, and that will not change.





When a Scout recites the Scout Oath, he also pledges to help other people at all times.  This is a task which our Scouts take very seriously and live up to every day!





It was 1909 in London, England, when a young boy guided a lost man to his destination.  Mr. William Boyce, who would later bring Scouting to America, attempted to tip the boy for his efforts. The boy stopped him and said, “No thank you, sir. I am a Scout; I won’t take anything for helping.”





Just this year (insert a local Good Turn story).





These very similar Good Turns, though ___ years apart, reemphasize that it isn’t the size of the Good Turn that counts, but the spirit with which a Scout does a Good Turn.





The Good Turns and the Scout Oath and Law have not changed through the decades. As you can see, modern-day Scouting is very much like Scouting in the early 1900s. It is a precious tradition that has endured through time.





Scouting’s ideals and purposes played an important role in my life and have certainly done the same for those young men of whom I have just spoken.





As Scouts advance in Scouting, the experiences and merits are sewn into their souls. We have seen merit badge accomplishments pay off as young men save lives, help others, and become more prepared for life. And we have even seen the accomplishment of the Eagle Scout rank give young men the edge as they apply for distinguished schools and careers.





The Boy Scouts of America was organized to serve young Americans. But we have grown so widely and successfully that the fringe benefits reach out to all parts of society.





As we embrace the 21st century, Scouting is in a position to make the difference in value education, and it is our vision to serve a greater number of young people.





Each of you in this room can help the Boy Scouts of America serve more youth. Together we must generate the energy, drive, and commitment to meet the challenge. We must create a climate to maintain traditions, to expect good character, to develop self-reliance and self-esteem, and to promote traditional family values.





To the Scouts in the room, I challenge you to invite a friend to join your Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, or Venturing crew.


And to the parents in the room, if you know of a family that is not involved in Scouting, tell them about our program and invite them to become active.





By your reaching out to friends and families, you offer an exciting opportunity for others to live their lives by an oath that has enriched so many of our lives.





The Scout Oath is more than just 40 words; it is a code of conduct that will last a lifetime.


